Construction Requirements for Pool Fencing 
(including Gates, Doors and Windows) to AS 1926.1

Objective:

To restrict access by unsupervised young children (under 5 years of age) to swimming pools. To prevent children climbing over, under or through fences, doors and windows into swimming pool area.

Materials:

Materials used for fencing and gates must have good durability and life span based on expected exposure conditions due to weather, salt spray, pollution, pool chemicals and natural decay.

Height:

Fences and Gates must have an effective perpendicular height of 1.2 metres at any point on the outside of the fencing.
Existing Paling Fences:

Existing Paling Fences may be used provided that they are well maintained and a minimum height of 1.65m. If the railing is on the outside of the pool area, the fence is to be made unscalable by either paling the neighbours side, or by fixing a screen of 13mm wire mesh, 1.2m high, tensioned to top and bottom.

In situations where the pool owner cannot control the location of climbable objects within 1.2m of a boundary fence (i.e. a tree or other fence on the adjoining property), a further safety fence must be constructed on the pool side property minimum 1.2m high.

Ground Clearance:

The clearance between ground level and the bottom of the fence must not exceed 100mm.

Horizontal Members:

Any rails, rods etc, which could facilitate climbing, must be located a minimum of 900mm apart.
Vertical Members:

Vertical members in a fence or gate must not be located greater than 100mm apart.

Vertical members in a paling or similar fence incorporating horizontal rails on the outside of the pool area (i.e. boundary fence) shall be spaced not more than 10mm apart so as not to facilitate climbing on the rails.

Gates:

Gates must swing outwards (i.e. away from the pool area).

Gates must be self-closing and self-latching with the latch to be not less than 1.5m above ground level.

The latch can be located less than 1.5m above ground level if it is located on the pool side, at least 150mm below the top of the gate, 1.2m above ground level and shielded for a radius of 450mm around the latch.
Doors and Windows:

If doors and windows will form part of the pool barrier they must be fitted with suitable child-resistant fittings or designed to comply with AS 1926.1 as follows:

Doors:

Doors must be self-closing and self-latching and not re-open without manual release.

The latching device shall be located a minimum of 1500mm above floor level.

There shall be no footholds wider than 10mm on the door or its frame in the area from the release of the latching device down to 100mm above floor level.

Windows:

Windows shall comply with one of the following:

The sill of the lowest opening window panel to be located a minimum of 2.4m above ground level.

The sill of the lowest opening window panel to be located a minimum of 1.2m above the level of the floor.

The sill height of the lowest opening panel shall be located between 900mm and 1200mm above floor level and the window to be fitted with a securely fixed (i.e. requiring the use of mechanical tools such as a screw driver) for removal fly screen.

The sill height is less than 900mm above floor level and the window to be totally covered with bars complying with all of the requirements of pool fencing in relation to openings (i.e. maximum 100mm between vertical members).

Note: This is a summary of the pool fencing requirements and the owner should obtain a copy of AS 1926.1 for complete details and requirements.
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